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Dr Antonio Velarde

Pig welfare around slaughter and impacts on meat quality

Dr Antonio Velarde holds a Veterinarian Sciences degree, PhD in Animal Production, and
Master's in the Science and Welfare of Laboratory Animals. He is European veterinary
specialist in Animal Welfare Science, Ethics and Law at the European College of Animal
Welfare and Behaviour Medicine. Currently, he is head of the Animal Welfare Program at the
Institute for Food and Agricultural Research and Technology, Spain (IRTA) and a member of
the Animal Health and Animal Welfare Panel of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).
Antonio is president of the WOAH Ad hoc group in charge of the revision of Chapter 7.5. -
Slaughter of animals and Chapter 7.6. - Killing of animals for disease control purposes, and a
member, as an independent expert, of the EU Platform on Animal Welfare. He has published
about 200 peer reviewed papers in international journals and co-edited three books: ‘On farm
monitoring of pig welfare’ (Wageningen Academic Publishers), ‘Animal welfare at slaughter’
(5m Publishing. Sheffield, UK) and ‘Bienestar Animal. Una vision global en Iberoamerica’
(Elsevier).
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